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Summary:

Following the submission of the Formby and Little Altcar Neighbourhood Plan the 
Examiner’s report has been received. He has recommended that, subject to 
modification the Neighbourhood Plan can proceed to referendum to determine whether 
it should be ‘made’ (adopted). 

The decision to hold the referendum has to be made by the Local Planning Authority 
(LPA). The Council’s constitution does not set out who makes this decision on the 
LPA’s behalf. The Council’s Chief Legal and Democratic Officer has confirmed that this 
decision should be made by the Cabinet Member: Planning and Building Control. 

When the referendum is held (which has to take place between 28 and 56 days from 
the decision to proceed being taken), assuming that a majority vote in favour of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, the decision to ‘make’ the Plan will come back to Cabinet and 
Council. 

Recommendation:

That the Cabinet Member: Planning and Building Control agrees that:
1. the Modifications to the submitted Neighbourhood Plan proposed by the 

Examiner are approved; and
2. the Formby and Little Altcar Neighbourhood Plan should proceed to 

referendum.

Reasons for the Recommendation:

The independent Examiner who examined the Formby and Little Altcar Neighbourhood 
Plan has recommended that it should proceed to referendum subject to a number of 
modifications.  His report is, in effect, a binding report. Consequently, the Council does 
not have any option other than to agree to the referendum taking place. 

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)



As set out in the various Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, the referendum is part of 
the legal process for a community (Neighbourhood Forum or Town or Parish Council) to 
make a Neighbourhood Plan for its area, Sefton Council does not have any option other 
than to agree to hold the referendum.

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

Sefton Council is required to pay for the referendum. However, it can claim a fixed sum 
towards the costs of supporting the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan and holding 
the referendum from the Department of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
(DHCLG). 

(B) Capital Costs

None.

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
DHCLG grant will be claimed to help meet staff and referendum costs.

Legal Implications:
The referendum is part of a legal process and the outcome has to be complied with.

Equality Implications:
There are no equality implications.

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:
N/a
Facilitate confident and resilient communities:
The preparation of the Formby and Little Altcar Neighbourhood Plan establishes the 
community’s aspirations for how its area should be developed in the future.
Commission, broker and provide core services:
N/a
Place – leadership and influencer:
N/a
Drivers of change and reform:
N/a
Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:
N/a
Greater income for social investment: 
N/a
Cleaner Greener
The Neighbourhood Plan contains policies that seek to protect and enhance the 
character of Formby and Little Altcar, protect and enhance non-designated heritage 
and cultural assets and protect and enhance footpaths, cycleways, and bridle paths.



What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD 5762/19) and the Chief Legal & 
Democratic Officer (LD4886/19) have been consulted and have no comments on 
the report. 

(B) External Consultations 

Consultation took place at various times during the preparation of the Neighbourhood 
Plan by Formby and Little Altcar Parish Councils. In accordance with the Neighbourhood 
Plan Regulations, the Council also consulted on the Neighbourhood Plan following 
submission.

Implementation Date for the Decision

Following the expiry of the “call-in” period for the Cabinet Member Decision.

Contact Officer: Ian Loughlin
Telephone Number: Tel: 0151 934 3556
Email Address: ian.loughlin@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report

Background Papers:

None.



Introduction

1.1 Under the Localism Act 2011, local communities may prepare a Neighbourhood 
Plan to shape the development and growth of their local area.  The Council has a 
statutory duty to support this activity.  Lydiate and Maghull both have ‘made’ 
(adopted) Neighbourhood Plans.  

1.2 Formby and Little Altcar Parish Councils submitted their Plan (see 
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/1538265/1-Formby_NP_Submission-
Version_310119.pdf ) to Sefton Council to proceed towards examination.  In line 
with the regulations public consultation was undertaken from 27th March - 15th 
May 2018 and the Plan was sent for independent examination by the Council’s 
retained examiners Intelligent Plans and Examinations (IPE) Ltd.

1.3 The Examiner’s report (see https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/1591427/Formby-
and-Little-Altcar-Examination-Report-.pdf ) has been received (12 August 2019) 
and agreed by the Parish councils.  The report recommends the Plan proceeds to 
referendum, subject to a comprehensive set of modifications.  These draw 
extensively on the comments made by planning, the flooding team and external 
organisations and individuals made at the last consultation stage.  The 
referendum version of the Plan will therefore be more succinct, less ambiguous 
and with clear policies, particularly in relation to flooding.  

1.4 The rules covering all aspects of organising and conducting the polls can be found 
in the Neighbourhood Planning (Referendum) Regulations 2012 (as amended by 
the Neighbourhood Planning (Referendum) (Amendment) Regulations 2013 and 
2014) and the Neighbourhood Planning (Prescribed Dates) Regulations 2012. 
These set out the time limits within which the referendum must be held.

1.5 The decision to hold the referendum is made by Cabinet Member.  However, the 
decision to ‘make’ the Neighbourhood Plan following a successful referendum is 
made by full Council. This is because the decision to make the Neighbourhood 
Plan means that it becomes part of the Development Plan alongside and with the 
same status as the Local Plan.

2. Formby & Little Altcar Neighbourhood Plan 

2.1 The Formby and Little Altcar Neighbourhood Plan contains 25 general policies 
and 5 flooding policies.  The general policies cover the following topic areas:

 Spatial Strategy
 Housing
 Working and shopping
 Getting around
 Community, leisure and wellbeing
 Environment, sustainability and design

The flooding policies cover the following:
 Avoiding increased flooding and flood risk
 Flood risk assessments and scheme design
 Reduced surface water discharge
 Attenuation areas

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/1538265/1-Formby_NP_Submission-Version_310119.pdf
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/1538265/1-Formby_NP_Submission-Version_310119.pdf
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/1591427/Formby-and-Little-Altcar-Examination-Report-.pdf
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/1591427/Formby-and-Little-Altcar-Examination-Report-.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2012/9780111525050/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2013/9780111534984/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/2030/contents/made


 Reduced discharge to combined sewers

2.2 All Neighbourhood Plan policies need to be in general conformity with the 
strategic policies of the Local Plan and NPPF and the examiner, in his report has 
confirmed, subject to modifications, that this is the case. 

2.3 With the comprehensive set of modifications in place, the Examiner has confirmed 
that the Neighbourhood Plan meets the ‘basic conditions’ which are set out in 
national practice guidance. 

2.4 The Examiner has therefore recommended that, once modified, the 
Neighbourhood Plan should proceed to a referendum to confirm that the local 
community (in this case people on the electoral roll living in Formby and Little 
Altcar parishes) agree with its proposals. A standard question is asked at the 
referendum: ‘Do you want Sefton Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for 
Formby and Little Altcar to help it decide planning applications in the 
neighbourhood area?’  The referendum is run in the same manner as local and 
national elections. 

2.5 The referendum needs to take place between 28 and 56 days of Council agreeing 
that the Neighbourhood Plan can proceed to referendum, excluding weekends, 
bank and public holidays. A simple majority voting ‘Yes’ to this question is 
required before Sefton can ‘make’ (i.e. adopt) the Neighbourhood Plan.

3. Next steps

3.1 Assuming that a successful referendum is held, a report will be submitted to 
Council to ‘make’ the Neighbourhood Plan.


